
DITCH WITCH RT40 TRACTOR
This 40-horse (29.8 kW) member of the RT tractor line offers the same rugged reliability as the RT55 in a smaller, more flexible 
package. The RT40 is equipped with a composite hood, an easy-to-read instrument panel and two-wheel power steering, 
making this tractor very popular with operators. And like every Ditch Witch® machine, it is built to last.



Quiet, emissions-compliant, 39 net horsepower (29 kW) Deutz engine is designed for 

minimal maintenance and maximum operator productivity and comfort.

Designed to run multiple attachments, including centerline or dual-position trencher, 

vibratory plow, combination trencher/plow, and backhoe.

Direct-coupled, high-torque digging chain motor designed for increased production  

and reliability.

Easy-to-use foot pedal controls infinitely variable ground drive forward and reverse.

One-piece molded instrument console designed to provide ample legroom and  

greater visibility.

DETAILS

User-friendly operation, with 

speed/direction and attachment 

controls grouped together and 

the backfill blade controlled by 

a highly responsive joystick.

Engine service points easily 

accessible from one side of the 

machine; easy-access remote 

engine oil drain for fast,  

clean service.

KEY FEATURES



	 	 U.S. 	 Metric	 U.S. 	 Metric 	 U.S	 Metric
Dimensions*	 With 31 x 15.50-15 tire	 26 x 12.00-12 with h313 trencher	 26 x 12.00-12 with 39” boom	
A Trench Depth, maximum 	 62 in	 1.58 m	 63 in	 1.60 m	 60 in	 1.52 m
a2 Angle of Approach 	 20°	 20°	 20° 	 20°	 20° 	 20°
a3 Angle of Departure	N /A	N /A	 17°	 17°	 17°	 17°
b Trench Width, min. to max.	 6-12 in	 150-300 mm	 6-12 in	 150-300 mm	 16 in	 410 mm
c Boom Angle, down	 55°	 55°	 58°	 58°	 57°	 57°
c1 Boom Angle, up	 51°	 51°	 50°	 50°	 32°	 32°
Centerline of Trench to Outside Edge			 
	e 1 Left, min.	 23.5 in	 597 mm	 35 in	 890 mm	 31 in	 790 mm
	e 2 Right, min.	 9 in	 229 mm	 29 in	 740 mm	 32 in	 813 mm
f Headshaft Height, digging chain	 29 in	 737 mm	 17 in	 430 mm	 15 in	 380 mm
H Overhang, beyond tire	N /A	N /A	 3.5 in	 90 mm	 3.5 in	 90 mm
h1 Height	 95.2 in	 2.42 m	 86 in	 2.18 m	 86 in	 2.18 m
l Headshaft Overhang	 42 in	 1.07 m	 24.5 in	 620 mm	 22 in	 560 mm
l1 Length, nose to rear mount 	 114 in 	 2.90 m	N /A	N /A	N /A	N /A
l2 Length, transport 	 128 in 	 3.25 m 	 155 in	 3.94 m	 154 in	 3.91 m
l3 Wheelbase	 60 in 	 1.52 m 	 48 in	 1.22 m	 48 in	 1.22 m
n Spoil Discharge Reach, min. to max. 	 17-30 in	 430-760 mm	 17-20 in	 430-510 mm	 17-20 in	 430-510 mm
w2 Width	 71 in	 1.80 m	 64 in	 1.63 m	 64 in	 1.63 m
w4 Tread	 55 in 	 1.40 m 	 46 in	 1.17 m	 46 in	 1.17 m
Ground Clearance	 10 in	 254 mm	 7 in	 180 mm	 6.75 in	 171 mm		
l4 Rear Axle, center to rear attachment							     
	mou nting holes	 14.7 in	 373 mm	N /A	N /A	N /A	N /A

Operation**
Maximum Forward Speed			   4.3 mph	 6.9 km/h				  
	Low /1ST	 1.7 mph	 2.7 km/h 	 n/a	 n/a	 2.3 mph	 3.7 km/h		
	 High/2ND	 5.5 mph	 8.9 km/h 	 n/a	 n/a	 3.9 mph	 6.3 km/h		
	 3rd gear	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 7.3 mph	 11.7 km/h
Maximum Reverse Speed			   2.7 mph 	 4.4 km/h	 1.9 mph 	 3.0 km/h		
	Low	  1.1 mph 	 1.8 km/h 	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a			
	 High	 3.4 mph	 5.5 km/h	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a	 n/a
Maximum Trenching Speed, @ full load									       
	 (varies with soil conditions)	 150 fpm	 45.72 m/min	 150 fpm	 45.72 m/min	 31 fpm	 9.45 m/min	
Vehicle Clearance Circle (SAE)									       
	F ront steer only 	 33.5 ft 	 10.21 m 	 28 ft	 8.53 m	 27 ft	 8.23 m		
	Coo rdinated steer	 21.5 ft	 6.55 m	 20 ft	 6.10 m	N /A	N /A
Basic Unit Weight	 5610 lb	 2545 kg	 4200 lb	 1910 kg	 3940 lb	 1785 kg	
Front Counterweight	 1915 lb	 869 kg	 ***	 ***	 ***	 *** 
Maximum Digging Chain Speed 	 764 fpm	 232.87 m/min	 420 fpm	 128.02 m/min	 n/a	 n/a 
	 1st gear	N /A	N /A	N /A	N /A	 203 fpm	 61.87 m/min
	 2nd gear	N /A	N /A	N /A	N /A	 324 fpm	 98.76 m/min
	 3rd gear	N /A	N /A	N /A	N /A	 528 fpm	 160.93 m/min
	Re verse	N /A	N /A	N /A	N /A	 150 fpm	 45.72 m/min
 

Backfill Blade*							       	 	
Blade Width	 72 in	 1.83 m	 64 in	 1.63 m	 64 in	 1.63 m
Blade Height	 14 in	 356 mm	 14 in	 356 mm	 14 in	 353 mm
Lift Height, above ground	 17 in	 430 mm	 12 in	 300 mm	 12 in	 290 mm
Blade Drop, below ground	 13 in	 330 mm	 8 in	 200 mm	 8 in	 200 mm
Maximum Swing Angle, left/right	 30°	 30°	 28°	 28°	 28°	 28°
Tilt Angle, up/down	 16°	 16°	 11°	 11°	 11°	 11° 
 

*RT40 DIMENSIONS ARE BASED ON 64-IN (1.63 M) BACKFILL BLADE, H313 ATTACHMENT WITH 36-IN (914 MM) ROLLER BOOM AND 12-IN (305 MM) PIVOT, AND 26 X 12.00-12 TIRES. RT36 DIMENSIONS ARE BASED ON 39-IN (991 MM) ROLLER 
BOOM AND 26 X 12.00-12 TIRES, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. SEE ATTACHMENT SPECIFICATIONS FOR RT55 DIMENSIONS. **BASED ON SHORTEST BOOM WITH 6-IN (152 MM) WIDE, 4-PITCH CHAIN AND 175-LB (79 KG) OPERATOR. ***SEE YOUR 
DITCH WITCH DEALER FOR COUNTERWEIGHTING REQUIREMENTS.

SPECIFICATIONS RT55 RT40 RT36



Power	 u.s.	 metric	 u.s.	 metric	 u.s.	 metric
engine	 Deutz F4M2011		  Deutz F3M2011 		  Deutz F3L2011 			 
Fuel		  Diesel		  Diesel		  Diesel			 
Cooling Medium 	oi l/external		  Oil/External		  Oil/Integrated			 
Injection	 Direct		  Direct		  Direct			 
Aspiration	Natu ral		Natu  ral		  natural			 
Number of Cylinders	 4		  3		  3			 
Displacement	 189 in3	 3.1 L 	 142 in3	 2.3 L	 142 in3	 2.3 L
Bore		  3.7 in	 94 mm	 3.7 in 	 94 mm	 3.7 in 	 94 mm
Stroke	 4.4 in	 112 mm	 4.4 in	 112 mm	 4.4 in	 112 mm
Manufacturer’s Gross Power 				  
	Rati ng (SAE J1995)	 60 hp	 45 kW	 42.2 hp 	 31.5 kW	 35 hp 	 26 kW
Estimated Net Power
	Rati ng (SAE J1349)	 57 hp	 42 kW	 39 hp	 29 kW	 35 hp	 26 kw
Rated Speed	 2600 rpm	 2600 rpm	 2300 rpm	 2300 rpm	 2500 rpm	 2500 rpm
	
Power Train
Ground Drive Transmission	 Hydrostatic drive, infinitely variable	 Hydrostatic drive, infinitely variable	me chanical: Three speeds forward,
		  from zero to maximum, foot-pedal and	 from zero to maximum, foot-pedal and	 1 reverse with enclosed reduction	
		ha  nd-lever operated speed/	ha nd-lever operated speed/	to  axles
		di  rection control		di rection control
Differentials	 Planetary front and rear 	 Dana model 44, limited slip;	 Dana 44, limited slip (optional);
		with   optional rear steering 	optio nal dana model 60, limited slip	da na 60, limited slip (optional)	
Parking Brake	 Spring-applied, pressure-released	 Disc, hand-operated	dis c, hand-operated
Service Brake	G round drive speed/direction control	G round drive speed/direction control 	 foot-operated
		  brakes machine hydraulically when 	 brakes machine hydraulically when 	  
		mo  ved to neutral position	mo ved to neutral position
Attachment Drive Transmission 	 Hydrostatic, lever-operated, speed 	 Hydrostatic, lever-operated, speed
		i  nfinitely variable from zero to 	i nfinitely variable from zero to
		ma  ximum		ma  ximum forward with limited		
				st    roke reverse 
Trencher Drive									       
	 Transmission 	h ydrostatic		h  ydrostatic		  Three speeds forward, 1 reverse, 
						th      rough shock-absorbing clutch 
						      belt drive to right-angle drive to  
						headsha      ft
	C lutch	 n/a		  n/a		  Automotive spring-loaded, 
						      foot-operated friction drive

Tires/Pressure	 31 x 15.50-15, 8-ply bar lug	 26 x 12.00-12, 4-ply bar lug	 26 x 12.00-12, 4-ply bar lug
		  40 psi 	 276 kpa	 20 psi	 138 kpa	 20 psi	 138 kpa		
	 	
	 	 35 x 19.00-16, 12-ply bar lug	 29 x 12.50-15, 4-ply bar lug	 29 x 12.50-15, 4-ply bar lug	
		  55 psi 	 379 kpa	 30 psi	 207 kpa	 30 psi	 207 kpa

Hydraulic System	 @2600 RPM	 	 @2300 RPM	 	 @2500 RPM				  
Ground Drive Pump Capacity	 32 gpm	 121 L/min	 29.3 gpm	 111 L/min	 9 gpm	 34 L/min
Ground Drive Pump Relief Pressure 	 5000 psi	 345 bar	 3750 psi	 258 bar	 2500 psi	 172 bar
Attachment drive, trencher	 5450 psi	 376 bar	 5000 psi	 345 bar	N /A	N /A
Attachment drive, plow/saw	 5450 psi	 376 bar	 3750 psi	 259 bar	N /A	N /A
Attachment Pump Capacity	 32 gpm	 121 L/min	 29.3 GPM 	 111 L/min	N /A	N /A
Auxiliary Pump Capacity	 8/6 gpm	 30/23 L/min	 10.2 GPM	 39 L/min	N /A	N /A
Auxiliary Pump Relief Pressure	 3000 psi	 207 bar	 2500 psi	 172 bar	 n/a	 n/a
Filtration	N /A	 n/a	 25 psi (1.7 bar) Return/charge pump;  	 15 psi bypass; 36 micron at 98.7% 
				    15 psi (1 bar) bypass,	e fficiency	  
				    10 micron nominal 

Fluid Capacities						    
Fuel Tank	 19.5 gal	 74 L	 13 gal	 49 L	 13 gal	 49 L
Engine Oil	 16 qt	 15 L	 8 qt	 7.6 L	 6 qt	 5.7 L		
Hydraulic System	 20 gal	 76 L	 13 gal	 49 L	 9 gal	 34 L
Hydraulic Reservoir	 12 gal	 45 L	 9.5 gal	 36 L	 7.7 gal	 29 L
Transmission 	h ydrostat		h  ydrostat		  3 pt	 1.4 L

Battery
Group 	 78u		  26/26R/70		  26/26R/70			 
SAE Reserve Capacity Rating	 110 min		  110 min 		  85 min
SAE Cold Crank Rating @ 0° F (-18° C) 	 800 amps		  800 amps		  525 amps			 
Auxiliary Power Outlet 	 12v, 10a		  12V, 5A		  12V, 5A

SPECIFICATIONS RT55 RT40 RT36

SPECIFICATIONS ARE GENERAL AND SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE. IF EXACT MEASUREMENTS ARE REQUIRED, EQUIPMENT SHOULD BE WEIGHED AND MEASURED. DUE TO SELECTED OPTIONS, DELIVERED EQUIPMENT MAY NOT NECESSARILY 
MATCH THAT SHOWN.




